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Can you explain how mutatis mutandis is an ablative absolute? 

 
 

Great question—this gets right into the mechanics of Latin grammar. 

1. What is mutatis mutandis? 

The phrase mutatis mutandis literally means: 

“with the things needing to be changed having been changed” 
→ more idiomatically: “with the necessary changes made” 

 

2. Why is it an ablative absolute? 

An ablative absolute is a construction consisting of: 

• a noun (or pronoun) in the ablative 

• plus a participle in the ablative 

• forming a grammatically independent clause 

So let’s break it down: 

• mutatis → ablative plural of mutatus (“having been changed”) → perfect passive 
participle of muto 

• mutandis → ablative plural of mutandus (“needing to be changed”) 
→ gerundive (future passive participle) 

These two words together stand in for an implied noun, usually something 
like rebus (“things”): 

(rebus) mutatis mutandis 
“with the things changed that needed to be changed” 

So structurally, you have: 



• implied noun: rebus (ablative plural) 

• participial modifiers: mutatis + mutandis 

That fits the ablative absolute pattern: 

[ablative noun] + [ablative participle(s)] 

 

3. Why two participles? 

This is what makes the phrase slightly unusual and elegant: 

• mutandis = “things that must be changed” (necessity) 

• mutatis = “having been changed” (completed action) 

Together: 

“after making the changes that needed to be made” 

So the phrase compresses: 

• obligation (gerundive) 

• completion (perfect passive participle) 

into a tight ablative absolute. 

 

4. Why does it feel “absolute”? 

Like other ablative absolutes, it: 

• is grammatically independent of the main clause 

• provides circumstantial context (condition, manner) 

Example: 

Eadem ratio, mutatis mutandis, valet. 
“The same reasoning applies, with the necessary changes made.” 

 

5. Key takeaway 

Even though there’s no explicit noun, mutatis mutandis is an ablative absolute because: 



• it implies an ablative noun (rebus) 

• it includes ablative participial forms 

• it expresses a self-contained circumstance 

 

If you’d like, I can compare it to other ablative absolutes from chancery Latin (which might 
be especially relevant to your 1387 material—this kind of compressed formula shows up 
there quite a bit). 

 


