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I am looking for articles or books that mention Portantveus de Governador as an official 
position in the fourteenth-century Crown of Aragon, specifically in Valencia. Please help 
me find scholarly publications from peer-reviewed sources that have information about the 
role of the Portantveus de Governador. 

 
 

Yes — there are scholarly discussions of the Portantveus de Governador (often 
“portantveus del governador general”) in the Kingdom of Valencia, though the literature is 
somewhat scattered across studies of Valencian institutions, royal administration, and 
territorial government in the Crown of Aragon. Below is a curated list of peer-reviewed 
articles, monographs, and academic reference works that discuss the office or the 
governing structure in which it operated. 

I’ve organized them into (1) articles directly about the office, (2) studies of Valencian 
institutions that explain the role, and (3) broader works on Crown of Aragon 
administration that mention it. 

 

1. Peer-reviewed articles specifically discussing the Portantveus de Governador 

David Bernabé Gil 

“Nobles valencianos en el servicio regio: la provisión del oficio de Portantveus de 
Gobernador Ultra Sexonam en la Edad Moderna.” 
Revista de Historia Moderna 26 (2008) 

• DOI: https://doi.org/10.14198/RHM2008.26.01 

• Peer-reviewed journal published by the University of Alicante. 

Relevance 

• Studies the appointment and social background of officials holding the office 
of portantveus de governador. 

• Even though it focuses mainly on the early modern period, the article reconstructs 
the institutional structure inherited from the medieval Crown of Aragon. 



• Discusses the territorial governorship structure in Valencia, including the offices 
based in Valencia and Orihuela.  

 

David Bernabé Gil 

“La Lugartenencia y las subrogaciones locales de la Gobernación General de Orihuela 
en la Edad Moderna.” 
Revista de Historia Moderna 32 (2014) 

• DOI: https://doi.org/10.14198/RHM2014.32.02 

Relevance 

• Explains the administrative structure of the Governación General of Valencia. 

• Identifies the two main officials at the top of the system: the portantveus of the 
governor in Valencia and Orihuela.  

• Particularly helpful for understanding: 

• delegation of authority 

• the system of lieutenants and local deputies 

• how governance functioned territorially. 

 

2. Books and reference works on Valencian institutions (with discussion of the office) 

Antoni Furió 

Història del País Valencià. 
(Valencia: Edicions Alfons el Magnànim) 

This widely used academic history of Valencia discusses the institutional structure of the 
kingdom, including: 

• the Governació 

• the portantveus del governador 

• the territorial division of the kingdom. 



According to institutional summaries derived from this scholarship, the portantveus of the 
governor in Valencia exercised jurisdiction from the Catalan frontier to Jijona, while 
another operated in Orihuela for the southern territories.  

 

E. Michael Gerli (ed.) 

Medieval Iberia: An Encyclopedia 
(New York: Routledge) 

Contains entries on: 

• Kingdom of Valencia 

• Royal administration 

• Governors and territorial offices 

Useful for situating the portantveus within the broader administrative framework of 
medieval Iberia.  

 

Jesús Lalinde Abadía 

La Corona de Aragón en el Mediterráneo occidental (1229-1479) 
(Zaragoza) 

A classic scholarly study of the administrative and institutional development of the 
Crown of Aragon. It discusses: 

• royal administration 

• regional governors 

• delegation of royal authority in the constituent kingdoms. 

 

3. Works on Crown of Aragon government that contextualize the office 

These works do not always focus specifically on Valencia, but they explain the 
administrative system that produced offices like the portantveus. 

 

Pere Molas Ribalta 



“La administración real en la Corona de Aragón.” 
Chronica Nova 21 (1993–1994) 

• Analysis of royal offices across the Crown of Aragon. 

• Discusses the hierarchy including: 

• viceroy / lieutenant general 

• governors 

• territorial officials.  

 

Theresa Earenfight 

Queenship, Politics, and Government in the Medieval Crown of Aragon 

• Dissertation and later scholarship on royal governance structures. 

• Important for understanding delegated authority and administrative offices in the 
Crown, which included regional governors and their representatives.  

 

4. What the office actually did (based on the literature) 

Across these works, the portantveus del governador appears as: 

Essentially the acting representative of the royal governor (or governor general) in the 
Kingdom of Valencia. 

Typical responsibilities included: 

• Judicial authority over much of the kingdom 

• Maintenance of public order 

• Military leadership when necessary 

• Supervision of local officials 

• Delegated exercise of royal jurisdiction in the governor’s name.  

The office functioned within the territorial governorship system, which divided the 
kingdom into jurisdictions: 

• Valencia (northern zone) 



• Orihuela (southern zone) 

Each with a portantveus acting as the governor’s operative representative.  

 

5. A useful archival clue for your research 

Since you are working with ACA chancery letters from Joan I, it’s worth noting: 

• The Arxiu del Regne de València preserves large series of documents produced 
by the governor’s court, including judicial and administrative records dating back 
to the late 14th century.  

These records include categories such as: 

• Lletres 

• Processos 

• Judiciari 

• Manaments 

—which may correspond directly to the kinds of documents mentioning “portantveus de 
governador” in the chancery. 

 

�� If you want, I can also: 

• Compile a longer bibliography specifically on the Governació of Valencia (1300-
1450) 

• Identify known individuals who served as portantveus in the late 14th century 

• Or search Catalan-language historiography (especially journals like Anuario de 
Estudios Medievales or Estudis d’Història Agrària), which actually contains much 
more material on this office. 

 


