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You said:

I am working on a document in Latin. The first word is hendum with a macron over the first
half of the word. The words following hendum are: bubernandum et defendendum. What
are some possibilities for expanding the abbreviation of the first word, hendum?

ChatGPT said:

This is a very nice—and very classical chancery—problem. The surrounding words you
give, bubernandum et defendendum, are the key to narrowing the options.

1. What the macron is doing here

A macron over the first part of hendum in late-medieval Latin almost always
signals suppressed initial letters, not an internal contraction. In other words, the scribe
has written the -endum ending fully, but abbreviated the verbal stem.

So we are looking for a gerundive in -endum whose stem has been abbreviated away.

2. The grammatical environment
You have a coordinated series:
hendum - bubernandum - et defendendum
This strongly suggests:
e atricolon of gerundives

o allgoverned by the same implicit verb (often est, committimus, habemus, tenemur,
etc.)

o all expressing duty / obligation / purpose

This is extremely typical of administrative or political Latin.

3. The most likely expansion: habendum

habendum < habere



This is by far the most common expansion for hendum in administrative Latin.
Why this works especially well here:
e habendum, gubernandum et defendendum is a very standard formula
e Itexpresses possession + governance + protection
e Itis used constantly for:
e lands

offices

jurisdictions

castles

cities

rights and privileges
Typical constructions you may be seeing:
e adhabendum, gubernandum et defendendum
e tenendum et habendum... gubernandum et defendendum

e committimus... ad habendum, gubernandum et defendendum

¢ This is the strongest candidate unless something in the immediate context rules it
out.

4. Other possible—but less likely—expansions

tenendum ¢ tenere

Occasionally abbreviated similarly, especially if the scribe is careless or the initial tis faint.
e tenendum, gubernandum et defendendum also makes sense semantically
e BUTtenendum is far more often paired with habendum (tenendum et habendum)

e ltisless common asthe firstitem in a tricolon like this

Possible, but secondary.



regendum € regere
e regendum et gubernandum et defendendum is conceptually redundant
e Scribally, fendum is much more common than hendum

e Less likely given the form you report

custodiendum / tuendum

These do not fit the written form (hendum) and would not be abbreviated this way.

5. Why habendum fits chancery habits especially well

In Crown of Aragon-style Latin (and broader Mediterranean chancery Latin):
e habere is often used where we might expect possidere
e habendum frequently opens formulaic sequences
o Scribal abbreviation of ha- > h is extremely common

So:

hendum bubernandum et defendendum

habendum, gubernandum et defendendum

is almost textbook.

6. Provisional conclusion (with confidence level)
Most likely expansion:
habendum

Confidence: very high (= 85-90%), assuming this is an administrative, juridical, or political
document and the context involves authority over persons, places, or goods.

If you want, you can paste the full clause or sentence, and | can:

o testwhether habendum or tenendum fits better syntactically



e reconstruct the implicit governing verb

e suggest a polished translation that reflects chancery idiom rather than classroom
Latin

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.



