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Fourteenth Century ACA Transcriptions and Translations/ 

Claude finished the response 

 

I have another Latin document from 1387, written in Gothic Secretarial Hand. Please do 
your best to transcribe for Stage 1. 

5:18 AM 

I'll work through this folio carefully. Let me view the image at full resolution first. 

Viewing the uploaded manuscript image at full resolution for Stage 1 transcription 

Viewing the uploaded manuscript image at full resolution for Stage 1 transcription 

Let me zoom into sections to read the dense abbreviations more carefully. 

Viewed 4 files, ran 3 commands 

Viewed 4 files, ran 3 commands 

Let me zoom into a few of the densest passages — the opening protocol, the chancery note 
at lower right, and the dating clause — where abbreviation is heaviest. 

Viewed 5 files, ran a command 

Viewed 5 files, ran a command 

I have enough to produce a Stage 1 transcription. A few quick notes on legibility before the 
text: the hand is a fairly rapid cursive secretarial, with heavy suspension in the protocol and 
the narratio. The dating clause and chancery notes are clear; several words in the middle 
(the narratio of the prior grant) are abraded and read with lower confidence. 

Stage 1 — Initial Transcription 

ACA, Cancillería — folio (your f. 29v), Joan I, June 1387 

https://claude.ai/project/019ca003-61e1-75a3-bb85-c78eaa01c966


Document type: Lletra missiva / royal intercession-mandate (a littera 
deprecatoria/commendaticia) closing with Dare Barchinone… sub nostro sigillo, addressed 
(per the directio) to the Archbishop of Tarragona. 

 

Diplomatic transcription (orthography preserved; standard suspensions expanded 
silently; [?] marks uncertain readings; line numbers editorial): 

1. Reverende pater. Domine Rex. Dominus o[ra]rum [?] et dominus [?] in carissim[us] 
[?] vobis petiit [?] quod confirmacione vel nova 

2. concessione [?] [et] vos [?] frenda [?] Bartholomeo Ponny [?] cantori [?] Oz[on]en[si] 
[?] [et] de Gornalbou [?] de can[toria] [?] eodem 

3. q[ue] de XIII[?] pro [?] [proprii?] vie [?] eius [?] f[ac]ta ad p[ar]tes [?] dni [?] dom[ini] 
regis remanet [?] Bartholomeo p[redic]to [?] 

4. obtinuit [?] [et] iam [?] per [?] aliquos annos possedit [?] et possidet [?] sicut [?] est 
[?] vidit [?] dni [?] dom[ini] [?] [ecc?]l[esi]e [?] particu- 

5. lares p[ro]ut [?]. Cumque per regiam [?] novit [?] fore expedire [?] [et] nos prout 
pa[?]is [?] affirmamus [?] 

6. non grati [?] mo[do?] vel ex sp[ec]ie [?] nobis ob p[re?]ces [?] quod p[re]nominato 
bare[?]. F[ia]t [?] [?] rex p[?]us m[un?]d[?] 

7. commendatis [?] ne[mo?] [?] ut p[ro]babilia [?] ma[?]eat [?] [se]d [?] p[er] 
f[rat?]rib[us] [?] n[ost]ris [?] expr[essa?] [?] quod fiat [?] 

8. confirmatio [?] sive [?] nova concessio [?] [supra?]dicta [?] vos [?] que[?] de [?] dni 
[?] dom[ini] regis [?] [?]glantis [?] 

9. atque [?] n[ost]ris [?] no[mi]n[i]bus [?] [se]d [?] multo [?] [?] dicto [?] [?] vide [?] 
[?]dig[?] lib[er]alem [?] et propriam [?] / 

10. affectuose [?] rogat[us] [?] g[ra]tias [?] confirmacione[m] [?] seu novam [?] 
concessione[m] [?] iamdictam [?] / vel ut [?] ob 

11. revenu[?]a[?] [?] d[icti?] dom[ini] regis [?] et n[ost]ri p[?]is [?] fiat [?] in effectu [?] /. 
G[ra]ti[?]s [?] quod ipsi [?] domino regi [?] 

12. et nobis [?] f[?] [?] grand[?] accedet [?] / que[m?] contrarium displiceret [?] 
g[?]erem[us?] [?] [?] [?] / [tam?] ex 



13. de p[er?]ut [?] [en?]arrare [?] [?] [?] que [?] cer[tum?] valde [?] albp[?]e[?] [?] quod 
Bartholomeo [?]bonis [?] q[ue?] [?] 

14. p[er] expressa [?] cant[ori] [?] iamd[?]i [?] h[?]ec [?] et per [?] [?] assup[?]t [?] [et] altri 
[?] possidet 

15. [?] [?] denudat[?]o [?] nostre [?] can[?]m[?] [?]. Dare Barchinone sub nostro sigillo 
p[ar]vo / [pri]ma 

16. die Junii / anno a nativitate domini Mº CCCº LXXXº VIIº / Co[m]itissa [?] 

Chancery note (lower right): 

D[omi]n[us] [?] [?]ma m[?] [?] / Barch[inone] [?] [Fren?]er [?] (probably a Dominus … 
mandavit iussio line with a chancery scribe's name — reads tentatively "…Frener" or 
similar) 

Directio (lower left): 

Dirig[itur] Archiepiscopo Terrac[onensi] (i.e. to the Archbishop of Tarragona) 

 

Notes on the most consequential uncertainties 

• Line 1 intitulatio: the opening is awkward. "Reverende pater" then what looks 
like "Domine Rex" is anomalous for an outgoing royal letter — I'd flag the possibility 
this is a queen's letter (note the Co[m]itissa subscription at the end, l.16), in which 
case the protocol may run differently than I've parsed it. Worth your eye. 

• The beneficiary: I read Bartholomeus Ponny [?] cantor of Osona/Ozonen[si] [?] in 
connection with Gornalbou (Santes Creus's grange / the priory of Gornalbou in the 
Camp de Tarragona?). The surname after Bartholomeo is the single most uncertain 
proper noun on the page. 

• The dating is secure: prima die Junii, anno a nativitate Domini 1387 — 1 June 1387. 

• The subscription Co[m]itissa strongly suggests Violant de Bar (or the issuing 
authority's title formula), which would reframe the whole intitulatio. 

When you're ready, paste your HTR output and I'll run Stage 2 reconciliation against the 
manuscript — I'd particularly like to pressure-test lines 1–2 and 6–9, where my confidence 
is lowest. 

Here is the other HTR output for Stage 2: Line 1: Rev[eren]de pat[e]r. Dn[u]s rex d[omi]n[u]s 
marit[us] et d[omi]ne n[oste]r carissim[us] vob[i]s scribit[ur] sup[e]r co[n]firma[ci]o[n]e [et] 



nova Line 2: p[ro]visio[n]e p[er] vos fie[n]da Bartholomeo p[or]te[et] cano[n]ic[u]s 
oxon[iencis] de p[ro]ve[n]tib[us] d[i]c[t]i can[on]icatus eode[m] Line 3: qu[o]d ex v[ra] 
d[i]c[t]i p[ro]vide[n]c[ia] v[re] e[ss]et f[a]c[t]m ad p[re]ces d[i]c[t]i d[omi]ni regis [et] 
r[egi]n[a]e bartholomeo p[re]d[i]c[t]o q[uo]d Line 4: obtinu[i]t [et] iam p[er] qui[n]q[ue] 
annos possedit [et] possidet sicut i[n] l[ite]ris d[i]c[t]i d[omi]ni r[e]g[is] ext[ra] p[or]tas Line 
5: laco[n]y ju[n]ij. Cu[m]q[ue] p[ro]p[te]r[e]a novu[m] for[et] expe[d]ie[n]s [et] nos p[ro] 
co[n]seque[n]s affectem[us] Line 6: no[n] paru[m] i[n]mot[i] ex d[i]ctis n[ost]ris ob[se]quijs 
p[er] p[re]f[a]t[u]m barth[olomeum] p[re]stit[i]s / rex eiu[s]d[e]m m[ul]tu[m] Line 7: 
co[m]me[n]datis / ne[m]o ut p[re]dicta maneat Q[uo]d p[er] d[i]ctis n[ost]r[i]s optata 
b[e]n[e]fia[e] Line 8: co[n]firmac[i]o p[re]dict[a] nova p[ro]visio sup[ra]d[i]c[t]a / vob[i]s 
qu[od] d[i]c[t]i d[omi]ni regis b[e]n[e]vole[n]tie Line 9: atq[ue] n[ost]ris no[m]i[ni]bus s[sed] 
m[u]lto plus d[i]c[t]o p[ro]p[ter] v[ra]m d[i]c[t]am lib[er]alem [et] propriu[m] Line 10: 
affectu[m] rogam[u]s quat[enu]s co[n]firmac[i]one[m] seu nova[m] p[ro]visio[n]e[m] ia[m] 
d[i]c[t]am / velitis ob Line 11: rev[eren]tia[m] d[i]c[t]i d[omi]ni regis [et] n[ost]ri gen[er]i 
fac[er]e cu[m] effe[c]tu / Sciet[i]s q[uod] ip[s]i d[omi]no regi Line 12: [et] nob[i]s gra[tu]m 
accid[e]t / qu[o]d co[n]trariu[m] difficil[i]t[e]r ferem[u]s dampn[u]m t[a]m ex Line 13: 
d[i]ctis enarra[ci]o q[uo]d cu[m] q[uo]d est vald[e] absurd[u]m q[uod] bartholome[us] 
p[re]d[i]c[t]u[s] p[er] qu[e]m Line 14: sub optimo can[on]icatus iamd[u]d[u]m / h[u]ius [et] 
p[ro]seq[ue]nd[i] affi[ss]up[or]t [et] illu[m] possed[i]t Line 15: ta[m]qu[a]m dep[re]da[tu]r 
n[ost]r[o] can[on]icat[u] eod[e]m. Dat[um] barch[i]n[one] sub n[ost]ro sigillo sec[re]to, 
p[ri]m[er]a Line 16: die Junij / anno anativ[ita]te d[omi]ni m°ccc°lxxxvij° / Secr[eta]r[iu]s. 
Bottom Left Margin: Dirig[i]t[ur] Archiep[iscop]o T[er]raco[n]e Bottom Right Subscription: 
D[omi]na r[egi]na ma[n]davit Barth[olomeo] Sirve[n]t 

Show more 

5:27 AM 

This HTR is substantially better than the comparators we've seen — it correctly resolves the 
intitulatio puzzle I flagged (it's a queen's letter, hence Comitissa/Domina regina) and 
identifies Bartholomeus Sirvent in the iussio, which fits our corpus. But it also fabricates 
and over-resolves in several places. Let me return to the manuscript band by band before 
adjudicating. 

Viewed 3 files, ran a command 

Viewed 3 files, ran a command 

Now I can adjudicate with confidence. The HTR's reading of lines 4–5 is decisive here: the 
manuscript clearly shows sicut in litteris domini domini[?] regis extra portas / lacony junii — 



the extra portas I had mangled as est vidit is unambiguous now. Let me lay out Stage 2 in 
the format the project specifies. 

Stage 2 — Reconciliation 

ACA, Cancillería, f. 29v — Domina regina (Violant de Bar), 1 June 1387 

The headline result: the HTR correctly identifies this as a queen's letter (confirmed 
by Domina regina mandavit in the iussio and the Comitissa-type closing), which resolves 
the intitulatio anomaly I flagged at Stage 1. It also correctly reads several passages I left 
as [?]. But it commits its characteristic error of grammatical smoothing — manufacturing 
clean Latin where the manuscript is either abbreviated differently or genuinely rough. I 
do not defer to it on lines 7, 13–14. 

(a) Where the HTR corrects my Stage 1 reading 

These are real corrections, confirmed against the image: 

• L1 vobis scribitur super confirmacione — correct. My petiit was wrong; the word 
is scribitur (with the -tur suspension), and super governs confirmacione. The 
intitulatio is Dn[u]s rex dominus maritus et domine noster carissimus — i.e. the 
queen writing, referring to the lord king, [her] husband. This is the key that unlocks 
the document. 

• L2 provisione per vos fienda — correct; my frenda was a misread of fienda. 
The cantor/canonicus + oxon[iensis] structure stands. 

• L4 per quinque annos possedit et possidet — correct. I had aliquos; the manuscript 
supports quinque (cf. the q– with suspension). 

• L4–5 sicut in litteris dicti domini regis extra portas / lacony junii — this is the 
decisive correction. My Stage 1 "sicut est vidit … particulares" was simply wrong. 
The image plainly reads in li[tte]ris … extra portas. (See caveat below on lacony.) 

• L11 ob reverentiam dicti domini regis et nostri generi — correct; resolves my 
garbled revenu[?]a. The phrase is ob reverentiam. 

• L15 Datum Barchinone sub nostro sigillo secreto — correct, and diplomatically 
important: this is the segell secret, not the sigillum parvum I guessed at Stage 1. 
The secreto suspension is visible. 

• Iussio: Domina regina mandavit Barth[olomeo] Sirvent — correct and 
prosopographically secure. Bartholomeus Sirvent is our known chancery scribe. 

(b) Where my reading is preferred (HTR over-resolves or fabricates) 



• L7 HTR: nemo ut predicta maneat Quod per dictis nostris optata beneficia. This 
is grammatically incoherent (nemo ut … maneat? per dictis?) and I think partly 
fabricated. The manuscript here is abraded; what I can defend is …ut p[ro]babilia [?] 
ma[n]eat … p[er] f[rat]rib[us] [?] n[ost]ris … expr[essa?]. Neither of us has this 
passage. I'd keep it [?]-marked rather than accept the HTR's false 
fluency. Flagging for archival verification. 

• L13–14 HTR: dictis enarracio quod cum quod est valde absurdum quod 
bartholomeus … sub optimo canonicatus iamdudum / huius et prosequendi 
affissupor[t] et illum possedit. The string affi[ss]up[or]t is the HTR straining at an 
abbreviation it can't parse — it's not real Latin. My Stage 1 had assup[?]t here, 
equally uncertain. Both fail. The visible valde absurdum and iamdudum are 
plausible, but the surrounding syntax is unresolved. Keep [?]. 

• L6 HTR: non parum inmoti ex dictis nostris obsequijs per prefatum bartholomeum 
prestitis. Tempting and formulaic, but inmoti and prestitis are reconstructions, not 
readings — the manuscript is non p[ar]um … no[b]is ob p[re]ces [?] in my reading, 
and I can't confirm obsequiis … prestitis. The HTR may be right in sense but 
is guessing at the words. Mark [?]. 

(c) Where both are uncertain (carry forward to the edition) 

1. L4–5 lacony junii — The HTR reads lacony ju[n]ij; my Stage 1 had …lares Junii. 
Looking again, the word before junii is genuinely odd. "extra portas lacony" is not a 
phrase I can parse — lacony is not a known place or term. Two live possibilities: (i) 
it's a place-name/toponym in the extra portas [X] formula (a named gate or 
extramural location), or (ii) it conceals Iaccen- / something else entirely. Unresolved 
— flag for the unresolved-ambiguities section. 

2. L2 the beneficiary's surname — HTR drops it entirely (Bartholomeo porte et 
canonicus), reading porte where I saw a surname Ponny[?]. Neither is secure. The 
cleric is Bartholomeus, canonicus, connected to Oxon[iensis] and (Stage 
1) Gornalbou. Surname unresolved. 

3. L7 and L13–14 as above — neither witness reliable. 

4. Chancery note (lower right, the small Dominus … mandavit line above the 
Sirvent subscription) — still only partly legible; the HTR doesn't address it. 

(d) Reconciled transcription 

Adopting HTR corrections where confirmed, retaining my readings where the HTR over-
resolves, and marking residual uncertainty [?]: 



1. Rev[eren]de pater. Dn[u]s rex, d[omi]n[u]s marit[us] et domine n[oste]r carissim[us], 
vob[i]s scribitur super confirma[ci]o[n]e [et] nova 

2. provisio[n]e per vos fienda Bartholomeo [Ponny?] [?] canonic[us] [?] oxon[iensis], de 
[proventibus?] d[i]c[t]i canonicatus eode[m] 

3. qu[od] ex [v[est]ra?] [?] d[i]c[t]i provide[n]c[ia] [?] [ves]tre [?] e[ss]et f[a]c[tu]m ad 
p[re]ces d[i]c[t]i d[omi]ni regis et r[egi]n[a]e [?], Bartholomeo p[re]d[i]c[t]o, q[uod] 

4. obtinu[i]t et iam per quinque annos possedit et possidet, sicut in li[tte]ris d[i]c[t]i 
d[omi]ni regis extra portas 

5. [lacony?] [?] junii. Cumque pro[p]t[e]r[ea] novu[m] foret expedie[n]s, et nos per 
[con]seque[n]s affecte[mus] [?] 

6. non p[ar]um [inmoti?] [?] ex d[i]ctis n[ost]ris [obsequiis?] [?] per p[re]f[a]t[u]m 
Bartholomeum [prestitis?] [?] / rex eiusd[e]m m[ul]tu[m] 

7. comme[n]datis [?] / ne[mo?] [?] ut p[ro]babilia [?] ma[n]eat [?] [se]d [?] per 
f[rat]rib[us] [?] n[ost]ris [?] expr[essa?] [?] q[uod] [?] 

8. confirma[ci]o p[re]dict[a] [sive?] nova provisio sup[ra]d[i]c[t]a / vob[i]s, q[uod] 
d[i]c[t]i d[omi]ni regis [benevolentie?] [?] 

9. atq[ue] n[ost]ris no[mi]n[i]b[us], [se]d m[u]lto plus d[i]c[t]o, p[ro]p[ter] [ves]tra[m] 
d[i]c[t]am lib[er]alem et propriu[m] 

10. affectu[m], rogam[us] quat[enus] confirma[ci]one[m] seu nova[m] provisio[n]e[m] 
iamd[i]c[t]am / velitis ob 

11. reverentia[m] d[i]c[t]i d[omi]ni regis et n[ost]ri generi [?] fac[er]e cu[m] effe[c]tu / 
Scietis q[uod] ip[s]i d[omi]no regi 

12. et nob[i]s gra[tu]m accidet / q[uod] contrariu[m] difficil[ite]r ferem[us], dampn[u]m 
t[a]m ex 

13. d[i]ctis [enarracio?] [?] q[uod] cu[m] [?] [valde?] absurdu[m] [?] q[uod] 
Bartholomeus p[re]d[i]c[t]us, per que[m] 

14. sub optimo canonicatus iamd[u]d[u]m / h[uius?] [?] et p[ro]seq[ue]nd[i] [?] 
[assup?]t[?] [?] et illu[m] possedit 

15. ta[m]q[uam] dep[re]da[tu]r [?] n[ost]r[o] canonicat[u] eode[m]. Dat[um] 
Barch[i]n[on]e sub n[ost]ro sigillo secreto, p[ri]ma 



16. die Junij / anno a nativitate domini Mº CCCº LXXXº VIIº / Co[mitissa?] [Secretarius?] 
[?] 

Directio: Dirig[itur] Archiep[iscop]o T[er]racone — To the Archbishop of Tarragona. Iussio 
(subscription, lower right): D[omi]na regina mandavit Bartholomeo Sirvent. 

 

One methodological note worth recording: the Domina regina mandavit Bartholomeus 
Sirvent iussio combined with the sigillum secretum gives you a clean instance of Violant 
de Bar issuing intercession correspondence under her own secret seal through the 
king's chancery scribe — i.e. the queen acting in the king's matter (ad preces dicti domini 
regis et reginae) but in her own name and seal. That dual-agency pattern is squarely 
dissertation-relevant for the political-authority argument. 

Want to proceed to Stage 3, or would you rather resolve lacony and the line-7/13–14 cruces 
first? My instinct is that lacony and the beneficiary's surname both warrant a look at the 
register's surrounding folios before we fix the edition. 

For L2, my best attempt at reading the paleography for the name and place is: Bartolomeo 
Ponci canonicus Monisteri de Stornalbou de Canth. I need to give you my best attempt for 
the transcription on L4-5, starting with what follows possidet: prout in loris dicti domini 
Regine poteritus / larius inturi. Cumque... Here is my best attempt at L7: comendandis, 
necnon ut stabilia maneant quae sunt pretibus nostris optenta quod fiat / and here is my 
best attempt at L13-14: desuper enmarratis quandam etiam gr esset vald absurdum, quod 
Bartholomeus predictus si qui sub optecum. Cantu iamdum hicusum et professionem 
assumpsit et illum possedit / The entire first line of the iussio reads Domina Regina 
mandavit mihi. Please now proceed to Stage 3. 

5:40 AM 

Your readings resolve the cruces decisively — especially prout in loris dicti domini 
Regine (not extra portas: the HTR fabricated that, and I wrongly half-accepted it), 
and necnon ut stabilia maneant quae sunt precibus nostris optenta for the L7 passage 
neither witness could parse. Let me verify two of your readings against the manuscript 
before fixing the edition, then produce Stage 3. 

Viewed 2 files, ran a command 

Viewed 2 files, ran a command 

Both confirmed. L2 reads Ponci canonico … de Stornalbou de Cantu[?] 
(the Monisteri abbreviation sits in the ozon[?] I'd misread as Osona — it's the monastery 



designation). And L7 is clearly comendandis | necnon ut stabilia maneant que sunt 
precibus nostris optenta quod fiat — your reading is right, and it dissolves the HTR's 
incoherent nemo … maneat. Producing the edition now. 

Read the markdown skill before producing the Stage 3 edition file 

Read the markdown skill before producing the Stage 3 edition file 

The deliverable is a Markdown edition per the project conventions, not a Word document, 
so I'll write the .md file directly. Building it now. 

Created a file, read a file 

Created a file, read a file 

Stage 3 edition is ready. A few things worth your attention as you review: 

Your three corrections were each decisive. Prout in loris … poteritis larius intueri killed the 
HTR's fabricated extra portas — exactly the opening-protocol/formulaic-passage 
hallucination pattern we've seen before, here invented out of an 
abbreviated litteris. Necnon ut stabilia maneant que sunt precibus nostris optenta gave the 
L7 clause the syntactic spine both machine witnesses had mangled into nemo … maneat. 
And mandavit mihi completes the iussio in the expected first-person form, with Sirvent 
subscribing below. 

I retained loris as written in the transcription (note 8) rather than silently emending 
to litteris, since the graphic genuinely reads loris — but I render the functional sense as 
"letters" in the translation and flag it. If you'd rather I print li[tte]ris as a bracketed editorial 
expansion in the transcription itself, that's a one-line change. 

The thinnest passages remain lines 13–14 (quandam etiam g[?] … sub opte[?]cum … si qui). 
Your reading is a real advance on both prior attempts, but the connective tissue still doesn't 
fully resolve grammatically, so I've kept the [?] markers and flagged it as the priority for 
autopsy rather than forcing it smooth. 

The two prosopographical threads most worth chasing: the unidentified house de 
Stornalbou (note 6) and the queen's gener invoked at line 11 (note 14). Both could feed the 
patronage-network mapping. 

Aca violant canonrystornalbou tarragona 1387 06 01 

Document · MD  

I really want to find out what monastery is being discussed here. Please help me search for 
monasteries around Tarragona in the fourteenth century. Some possible transcriptions of 



the text in Line 2 are Monasteri de Scornalbou or Monasteri de Stornalbou. The part that 
comes after "de" is also abbreviated but I am not sure for what. The Can is on the line and a 
th or ch is superscripted. 

5:57 AM 

This is a strong lead — let me search for it. 

Searched the web 

Searched the web 

This is almost certainly your house. Sant Miquel d'Escornalbou — the 
spelling Scornalbou/Stornalbou in your line 2 is exactly the medieval Latin/Catalan form 
(the modern Escornalbou with the prosthetic e-). Two things line up decisively: it was 
an Augustinian house (a community of canons regular — which fits canonicus in line 2 
perfectly), and it belonged to the church of Tarragona from its foundation, ceded by 
Alfonso II to a canon of the cathedral. That makes the Archbishop of Tarragona 
(your directio) precisely the right ecclesiastical superior for a confirmation of a canonry 
there. 

Let me pin down the Augustinian/canonical character and the Tarragona dependency more 
firmly, and chase the de Can-th/ch abbreviation. 

Searched the web 

Searched the web 

The identification is now firm, and the surrounding facts fit your document so well that they 
also explain the de Can-th/ch abbreviation. Here is the synthesis. 

The monastery is Sant Miquel d'Escornalbou 

Your Monasteri de Scornalbou/Stornalbou is the Augustinian canonry (canònica 
agustiniana) of Sant Miquel d'Escornalbou, in the Camp de Tarragona (today 
Riudecanyes, Baix Camp). The orthographic match is exact once you account for the 
medieval form: the name derives from the Latin Cornu Bovis ("the ox's horn"), and the 
prosthetic e- of modern Escornalbou is routinely absent in medieval spellings — 
so Scornalbou (and your Stornalbou, with the c/t confusion the secretarial hand invites) is 
exactly what you'd expect. Wikipedia 

Three independent facts confirm it's the right house for this document: 

It was a community of canons. Alfonso II gave the site in 1170 to the Tarragona cathedral 
canon Joan de Santboi to found a canònica agustiniana dedicated to God and Saint 

https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castell_monestir_d'Escornalbou


Michael, and by 1198 it comprised the prior and six further canons, with three dignities 
(sacristan, etc.). That is precisely why line 2 calls Bartholomeus Ponci a canonicus — an 
Augustinian canon of Escornalbou, not a secular cathedral canon. BloggerEnciclopedia.cat 

It belonged directly to the Archbishop of Tarragona — which is why 
your directio addresses the archbishop. The priory's tie to the metropolitan was unusually 
tight: the canons gave up electing their own prior, the archbishop reserving that right to 
himself, and in 1227 the priory passed directly into the archbishop's hands after the 
Tarragona provost and chapter renounced their rights in it. So a confirmation or new 
provision of a canonry there was genuinely the archbishop's to grant — the letter is 
addressed to exactly the right person. MonasteriosEnciclopedia.cat 

The chronology fits a house in difficulty in 1387. The priory's decline grew more 
pronounced, the ruin both spiritual and material, despite efforts from the Tarragona 
chapter; by 1408 Martí I assigned 400 florins for defensive repairs to the castle. A royal-
queenly intercession in 1387 to secure a canon's position there sits naturally in that period 
of institutional weakness. MonasteriosMonasterios 

On the de Can-th/ch abbreviation 

Given that de Stornalbou is already the place, the following de Can— (with 
superscript th/ch) most likely does not name a second place. Two readings are worth 
testing against the manuscript: 

The stronger candidate is de Cant(h)u — i.e. a form built on cantor / cantoria / precentor. 
Escornalbou's canonry had named dignities, and a cantoria (precentorship) or a 
canonry de cantu (a "canonry of the choir," a choir-prebend) would explain both 
the Can- stem and the -th/ch superscript as the abbreviation flourish on cantu(s). This 
would also tie back to the document's own vocabulary — recall the 
disputed cantu/canonicatus material in your lines 13–14, where sub opte[?]cum cantu and 
the repeated canonicatus appear. If line 2 specifies a canonia de cantu, lines 13–14 are 
then referring back to that same choir-canonry, and the rhetorical argument ("absurd that 
he be despoiled of our canonry") becomes internally consistent. 

The weaker candidate is that Can-th abbreviates a Tarragona-area toponym, but 
Escornalbou's dependent places (l'Argentera, Colldejou, Riudecanyes, Vilanova, 
Duesaigües, la Torre de Fontaubella, Pradell) don't yield a Can- form, so I'd deprioritize 
that. 

I'd want to see the Can— word at high magnification before committing — let me pull it. 

Ran a command, viewed a file 
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Ran a command, viewed a file 

This crop is quite informative, and I want to flag one thing I now read differently from both of 
us. 

Reading right to left across the relevant stretch: there's a word ending in a superscript -
er abbreviation (the ozon[er] / oxon[er] form), then a punctus, then de, then the place — 
and the place as written here begins not with a clear St- but with what looks like a single tall 
initial followed by cor-/tor-: I'd now read it as Scornalbou (initial long-s with 
the c immediately following), which actually strengthens the Escornalbou identification 
over the Stornalbou variant. Then a raised punctuation/abbreviation stroke, de, 
and Can with a superscript that reads to me more like -tu (or -th) than -ch — i.e. Cantu. 

So the segment is most plausibly: …canonico [or de + dignity] de Scornalbou de Cantu[?], 
with eodem following at the line's end (your eode[m], picking up canonicatus eodem — 
"the same canonry"). 

That said, I want to be careful not to over-resolve. The -tu/-th/-ch superscript is genuinely 
ambiguous at this resolution, and the distinction matters: Cantu (choir-
canonry/precentorship) versus a -ch toponym are real interpretive forks. What I can say 
with confidence: 

The house is Sant Miquel d'Escornalbou — Augustinian canonry, dependency of the 
Archbishop of Tarragona, which makes every structural element of your document cohere 
(the canonicus beneficiary, the archiepiscopal directio, the confirmation-of-
canonry dispositio). The Can- word that follows almost certainly qualifies the type of 
canonry/dignity at Escornalbou rather than naming a new place. 

Would you like me to update the edition? Specifically I'd propose: (1) identify the house as 
Escornalbou in the summary table and a footnote, with the Cornu Bovis etymology and the 
Tarragona dependency as the corroborating evidence; (2) revise the line-2 reading 
toward de Scornalbou; and (3) recast footnotes 6–7 and the first unresolved-ambiguities 
item to reflect that the open question is no longer which house but what the Can- dignity 
is — flagging Cantu (precentorship / choir-prebend) as the leading hypothesis and linking it 
to the cantu/canonicatus language in lines 13–14. I'd keep the [?] on the Can- word itself 
pending autopsy of the original. 

I need more help understanding Bartholomeo's role as a member of the canonry. What is a 
canonry and what change to his position is Violant recommending in this letter? 

6:04 AM 



Good question to slow down on, because the document's logic depends on it. Let me lay 
out the institution first, then what Violant is actually asking for. 

What a canonry is 

A canonica (canonry) is a community of clergy — canonici, canons — living under a 
common rule and supported by an endowment. The key distinction for your document is 
the kind of canon Bartholomeus is. At Escornalbou the canons were regular canons 
(canonici regulares) following the Rule of St Augustine: men who had taken religious vows 
and lived communally, unlike secular canons (e.g. a cathedral chapter) who held individual 
prebends and lived more independently. That is why your line 14 has him taking 
up professionem — he made religious profession, which a secular canon would not do. So 
Bartholomeus is an Augustinian canon-regular of the priory of Sant Miquel d'Escornalbou. 

Two senses of "canonry" sit in the document, and keeping them apart clarifies everything: 

The institution — the priory/community itself (the canonry of Escornalbou). And the 
individual place within it — a canon's stall-and-endowment, his membership-with-income, 
what the Latin calls his canonicatus. When line 15 says nostro canonicatu eodem ("our 
same canonry"), it means the second sense: Bartholomeus's particular position and its 
attached revenues (proventus, the income mentioned in line 2). Whether his specific place 
carried a named dignity — the Can-tu/Cantu question, possibly a precentorship/choir-
office — is still open, but it doesn't change the basic picture: he holds a defined office-
with-income inside the house. 

The patronage mechanics matter here. Because Escornalbou was a dependency of the 
Archbishop of Tarragona — the canons had surrendered the right to elect their own prior, 
and the priory had passed directly into the archbishop's hands in 1227 — appointments 
and confirmations of positions there ran through the archbishop. That is exactly why the 
letter is addressed to him: he, not the prior or the community, is the authority who can 
secure Bartholomeus's place. 

What Violant is asking for 

She is not asking the archbishop to give Bartholomeus something new. She is asking him 
to ratify and make secure a position Bartholomeus already holds and has held for 
years — to put a settled fact onto firmer legal ground. 

The narratio establishes the factual basis: the canonry was originally granted to 
Bartholomeus ad preces dicti domini regis et reginae (at the joint request of king and 
queen), and he obtinuit et iam per quinque annos possedit et possidet — obtained it and 



has now possessed it, and possesses it, for five years. So this is a sitting incumbent of five 
years' standing, originally installed through royal-queenly intercession. 

The dispositio is then framed as a choice between two instruments, and this is the precise 
point of your question — confirmatio … sive nova provisio ("confirmation, or else new 
provision"). The two are alternative legal routes to the same practical end: 

A confirmatio would ratify the existing grant — treat his original installation as valid and 
simply reinforce it, declaring the standing arrangement firm. A nova provisio would re-grant 
the canonry to him afresh — issue a new act of provision, as though appointing him anew, 
which forecloses any defect in the original title by replacing it. 

Why offer both? Because the choice hedges against a possible weakness in how he first got 
the place. If his original title was sound, a confirmation suffices; if it was vulnerable 
(irregular collation, a contested vacancy, a procedural flaw), then a fresh provision cures 
the defect outright. Violant leaves it to the archbishop to use whichever instrument secures 
the result. Her own clause captures this aim: ut stabilia maneant que sunt precibus nostris 
optenta — "that those things may stand firm which were obtained at our entreaty." The verb 
is maneant, "may remain/stand" — the goal is durability of an existing arrangement, not a 
new acquisition. 

The closing rhetoric confirms the protective, defensive purpose. The argument of lines 13–
15 — however rough the syntax — runs that it would be absurdum for Bartholomeus, a 
long-professed holder (iamdudum … professionem assumpsit et illum possedit), to be 
treated tamquam depraedatur — "as though he were being despoiled/plundered" — of his 
canonry. That is the language of defending a possessor against dispossession, not of 
advancing a claimant to a new benefice. Something or someone, in other words, appears 
to be threatening his tenure, and the queen wants the archbishop to lock it down. 

So in one line: Bartholomeus is a sitting Augustinian canon of Escornalbou, installed 
five years earlier through royal-queenly intercession, and Violant is asking the 
Archbishop of Tarragona — the priory's patron — to secure his tenure against 
challenge by formally confirming it, or, if need be, by re-granting the canonry to him 
outright. 

One caveat worth keeping: the exact nature of the perceived threat, and whether the Can-
tu element specifies a particular dignity he holds (which could sharpen why his position 
was contestable), both still depend on resolving lines 2 and 13–14 against the original. But 
the structure of the request — ratify/secure an existing position, don't create a new one — 
is not in doubt. 

Want to be notified when Claude responds? 
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